
To my dear TDSA family, 

It is with mixed emotions that I send this letter to all of you. Looking toward my family’s move 
to Denver, I’ve been reflecting on my 19 years at Torah Day School – as a parent, teacher, and 
administrator.  I’d like to share a few quick thoughts as I look back and look ahead. 
 
First, I want to express my hakaras hatov to each and every one of you, and the hundreds of 
TDSA students, parents and faculty before you, for giving me your trust, your respect and your 
insight during my tenure at TDSA.  I cherish your friendship, your counsel, and so many 
memories. 
 
I’d also like to share some important lessons that I think are valuable for each of us to reflect on: 
1. Parents:  The partnership between home and school is imperative.  Continue creating and 

supporting an environment in both places where our children can learn and grow.  Instill the 
value and importance of education:   

• Encourage your children to try their best & do what is right. 
• Actively participate in their education, however you can:  read with them, 

communicate with their teachers, volunteer, share your talents and interests. 
• And, at the same time, provide space for your kids to be kids.  Let them face 

appropriate challenges, succeed or fail, experience natural consequences and get up 
again.  This will build lifelong resilience, confidence, and love of learning.   

• When we partner together, our children have greater opportunities for success. The 
619 students that I have had the honor of accompanying to graduation, show us that 
we are doing things right. 

So parents, to punctuate my point, let your children achieve academic success by consciously 
modeling success in your own lives while giving them space to safely experience the gift of 
failure. 
2. Colleagues & Friends:  We are all students and builders, and we have the opportunity to 

continue learning, listening, and contributing to TDSA and to the Klal, whether we live 
around the corner from TDSA or find ourselves at the foot of the Rocky Mountains one mile 
above sea level. 

• Focus on the children and the formal and informal lessons we’re always imparting. 
• Recognize, leverage, and strengthen current faculty talent, and identify and address 

any shortcomings.  
• Support a positive culture that reinforces trust, respect, learning, and love of learning 

for students and teachers.  
So esteemed colleagues, to punctuate my point, let us never forget to continue to behave towards 
each other, our parent body, and most of all, our students in a manner that demonstrates that 
TDSA is a place where there truly is only one rule and that is to show respect towards everyone! 

3.   Students, past and present: As one of many educators who have helped TDSA grow and 
mature into the phenomenal learning environment it is today, I feel like I am giving up one of 
my own kids. I have poured my heart and soul into working with all of you to help make 
TDSA an incredible place for children to learn and grow. Leaving a school I care so much 
about as I say my final goodbyes is tough! I’m not sure if it’s easier to say goodbye and leave 
or to say goodbye and have people leave you. Whether I’ve been with you in our nation’s 



capital, knee deep in mud in Ocoee, TN, on Montreal Road, in my Language Arts classroom, 
or in my office, you have all always made room for me and encouraged me to join in all you 
were doing in school. 

With that in mind, I want to take a moment to highlight some of the most important lessons I 
have learned from all of you. You have taught me that every single person in our school has 
it in them to become a leader.  You have taught me to be willing to take risks.  You have 
taught me that it’s okay to be yourself.  

Students, no matter where you are, and no matter whom you are with, remember these five 
points… 

• Always try your very best. 
• Always do what is right. 
• Always treat others respectfully and with kindness.  This includes friends, siblings, 

parents, and teachers. 
• Always take personal responsibility for everything you say and everything you do. 
• Always ask questions, face challenges, make choices and learn from your mistakes. 

And, students - past and present - internalize the words you have spoken each and every morning 
as a TDSA student, “you are worthwhile people because you are created b’tzelem elokim; 
everything you think, say, and do must show that you are created b’tzelem elokim.” 

In closing, I have been blessed to work with, mentor and learn from close to 620 children, their 
parents and dozens of faculty. I want to thank each of you for your support and for the true honor 
of entrusting me with your children for the past 19 years.  I will forever hold dear the friendships 
and fondly cherish the memories. Please feel welcome to keep in touch; you can reach me via 
email at lisastroll@datcampus.org. 

My warmest wishes of hatzlocha and bracha to my entire TDSA family, 

Mrs. Lisa Stroll 
Assistant Principal 
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