
Friday, February 16,  2018   1 Adar 5778   
Parshas Terumah 

The TDSA SPOTLIGHT is sponsored by Raphael Hirsch, Residential Mortgage Banker and The Federal Savings Bank.  

Chodesh tov! Happy Adar! As we usher in the month of Adar, we are excited for the many opportunities to express our 
joy. While many activities and festivities are being planned, we understand and inculcate to our students that our To-
rah learning is a true source of simcha. 
  
In this week's parsha,Terumah, we learn about the design and construction of 
the vessels of the Mishkan. Of particular fascination is the seldom seen aron. It 
was hidden away in the Kadosh ha’Kadoshim (Holy of Holies). On top of the 
aron were two golden keruvim, figures of babies, who were facing each other. 
They were molded out of the same gold as the cover of the aron. During the 
years of the mishkan, the only furniture in the Holy of Holies was the aron and 
its keruvim. Later, when Shlomo HaMelech, King Solomon, built the Bais 
HaMikdash, he made two very large golden keruvim which stood on the 
ground and whose wings spanned the entire room.  
  
What is the significance of the smaller and larger keruvim and how do they re-
late to the mishkan and Bais HaMikdash respectively?   
  
R' Yosef Tzvi Salant in his sefer, Be’er Yosef, shares a beautiful idea. We know 
that the aron represents the Torah and our connection to it. During the years 
in the desert, our entire focus was learning Torah. There were no other obliga-
tions or concerns. This is represented by the keruvim who are a connected 
outgrowth of the cover of the aron. However, once we were fully settled and established in our land, King Solomon 
realized that the Jewish nation needed a new way of functioning. We still needed to have a small group who were the 
keruvim; people who were totally focused on and attached to the Torah. At the same time, we needed to have a large 
body of people who would be more grounded.  They were needed to build and provide the material needs of the Jew-
ish people. Nevertheless, in order for that to work, the second, larger group of people needed to be aware that  their 
successes were a gift from Hashem. They needed to be positioned around the aron and the keruvim to help maintain 
focus on our real mission: our Torah.   
  
In this context, we understand the gemara’s statements about King Solomon’s construction team: Everyone had to 
contribute. The only ones who were exempt were the children who learn Torah.  When laying the foundation for his 
great empire, King Solomon understood  the importance of a Jewish community’s commitment to Torah learning.   
  
The teachers at Torah Day School are grateful to be able to contribute in the great mission of the Jewish People.     
 
Good Shabbos, 
Mrs. Chashy Alterman, 8th Grade Girls Morah 

Kindergarten student, Eitan, cele-
brates a siyum on Shmuel Aleph with 
his classmates, mother, and grand-
mother. Mazel tov on his attaining this 
impressive milestone! 
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TDSA Graduates Rabbi 
Avigdor and Shayna 
Mera Goldberger on 

the birth of a daughter 

Condolences 

On Thursday, TDSA celebrated 
100 Days of School!  In kinder-
garten and fifth grade, the 
students dressed up like 100 
year old people. While these 
two classes partner together 
on a regular basis for reading 
and math, on Thursday they 
just looked a tad older. We are 
so proud of our fifth grade 
mentors who created special 
games to play with the kinder-
garteners in honor of 100 days 
of school. 
 
Another way to celebrate 100 
days of school is to reflect on 
our many accomplishments 
during the first 100 days of 
school. Rabbi Gross’s Gemara 
class has learned over 1400 
lines in their Gemara linier 
packet. 
Mrs. Gleicher’s, TDSA’s middle 

school social studies teacher 
has taught her sixth graders 
about the 10 provinces and 
territories of Canada, ay. Her 
seventh graders have learned 
about the 1000 years of the 
middle ages spanning between 
500 and 1500. In the eighth 
grade classes, the students 
have learned the 3 causes of 
the Revolutionary War. 
 
The sixth grade girls have cov-
ered 10 perakim in Navi ( Sefer 
Shmuel Alef). 
 
Mrs. Bolnick’s third graders, in 
teams, enthusiastically built 
towers using 100 small cups. It 
certainly takes a steady hand! 
The girls also wrote 100 com-
pliments to each of their class-
mates. 
 
Rabbi Alterman’s fourth grade 
boys have learned 258 pesu-
kim in Chumash and the sev-
enth grade boys have learned 
3,135 words of Gemara. Now 
that’s an accomplishment! 
 
Can you believe this?! Stu-
dents, staff, and community 

members have checked out a 
total of 5,680 library materi-
als. We are certainly a commu-
nity of learners! 
 
Mrs. Haller’s fifth graders have 
analyzed over 420 pages of 
class novels, solved more than 
4200 math problems, and 
have discovered 60 years in 
the history of the United 
States from the Civil War to 
World War I.  
 
In computer class, the middle 
school boys have spent 500 
hours learning to code 
(computer programming) and 
the second through eighth 
grade students have spent 
28,800 hours learning key-
boarding. 
 
KItah aleph girls know 122 
milim (common Torah nouns) 
and have collected over 1000 
Amen’s just this week. Hooray 
for Mrs. Schulgasser and her 
students!  
 
 We are all working to remem-
ber to recite 100 brachos each 
day! 

TDSA Celebrates 100th Day Of School 

Mazel Tov! 

 

The Power of One Powerhouse Is Immeasurable 
 

The Greater Atlanta Jewish Abilities Alliance held their annual event, The Power of One, honoring those who have made an impact 
in their organization in the area of inclusion. Mrs. Malka Landman was nominated as someone who 
has made a huge difference at Torah Day School of Atlanta. Mrs. Rabinowitz spoke about Mrs. 
Landman saying, “Malka Landman may be small in stature, but don’t let that fool you; she’s a pow-
erhouse! Malka’s impact on the families, faculty and students of TDSA has been great. Her primary 
mission has always been to set students who learn differently up for success. She has taught in a 
self-contained class, worked with individual students, mentored teachers in serving the needs of 
students with learning differences, headed our student support team, served as a liaison between 
families and outside providers, and coordinated volunteers to work with individual students. One 
of TDSA’s foundational beliefs is that a Jewish education is the birthright of every Jewish child. Mal-
ka is tireless in her efforts to make this ideal a reality; she exemplifies the Power of One.” The 
Greater Atlanta Jewish Abilities Alliance assists families in finding programs and services they need 
for their loved ones with different abilities, strengthening their connection and enabling them to 
more fully participate in their communities. 
 

TDSA Former parent,  
Dr. Adina Hirsch, and 

TDSA Parent  
Mr. Raphi Hirsch  

on the passing of their 
father, Mr. Ben Hirsch 

 
TDSA Former parent, 
Rabbi Karmi Ingber  

on the passing  
of his mother,  

Mrs. Shirley Ingber 
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Thursday, February 15, 2018  30 Shevat 5778 
In Memory of Ben Hirsch 

By Nison and Helene Shleifer and family 
 

Friday, February 16, 2018  1 Adar 5778 
Refuah Shleimah for 

Shlomo Yisroel ben Sara  
by  Doron and Rebekah Silverman 

 

Please sponsor a day of  learning   
in honor or in memory of  a loved one,  
for a refuah shleimah,  or to celebrate                       

a  milestone  occasion or simcha. 
 

Over 330 students will be davening and learning 
Torah on their behalf. Please contact Marcy Kalnitz  

at mkalnitz@torahday.org or 404.982-0800 ext. 101. 

BOX TOPS Collections 
 

Keep collecting those box 
tops!!!! They earn money for 
TDSA’s PTA. Thank you for 
your ongoing support! 

The PTA Purim Mishloach Manos 
Project is one of TDSA’s largest 

fund-raisers and provides a lovely way for 
families to show their appreciation to the  

teachers and administrators. 
 

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR  
Barton’s Candy for Pesach 

FUNDRAISER. 
 

Congratulations to our Barton’s 
Chocolate Raffle Winners, Kiki 
Lipszyc and Tova Pransky. 

 

Captain Jackson Visits Third Grade Students 
 

The third grade students welcomed 
Fire Captain Eric L. Jackson of Dekalb 
County.  He gave an introduction to fire 
safety and checking smoke detectors 
monthly. He also encouraged the chil-
dren to work with their parents on an 
fire escape plan. In addition, the stu-
dents watched an interactive video on 
natural disasters and discussed the  
various ones focusing on hurricanes 

and earthquakes. Learning about the Richter Scale was also part of the lesson. 
Thank you to Mrs. Bev Bolnick for bringing Captain Jackson to TDSA. 

CALENDAR                                                                
 

Monday, February 19, 2018 
NO SCHOOL:  Parent Teacher Conferences  
Wednesday, February 28:  Fast of Esther 

2:30 p.m. SCHOOLWIDE DISMISSAL 
Thursday, March 1:  Purim 

NO SCHOOL 
Friday, March 2:  Shushan Purim 

MSB Daven at 8:30 a.m. 
MSG Classes start at 9:10 a.m. 

K-5 Line-up at 9:10 a.m. 
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First Grade Girls Brachos Bash 
 

The first grade girls have been learning the various brachos over food. Mrs. 
Schulgasser, their morah knows that learning becomes better ingrained 
through experiences. For example, to teach the bracha “borei p’rei hagafen,” 
what better way to illustrate then to have the girls do a taste test to see which 
grape juice they like better:  traditional deep purple, peach or light? To learn 
the importance of saying the bracha for bread, hamotzei, actually making 
bread and appreciating the process involved will 
make it much more memorable. For ha’etz, the 
girls made gorgeous grape skewers and for 
ha’adam, they made tasty vegetable platters 
with cherry tomatoes, celery, and colorful pep-
pers. Thank you to Morah Bracha Schulgasser 
and Morah Sara Baila Gross for helping to teach 
the first grade girls the importance of saying 
their brachos. AMEN! 

Save the date!  
Meet & greet  

with Rabbi Meir Cohen 
TDSA’s In-Coming Head of School  

Sunday evening, March 4th  
More details to follow.  

Adar Starts With a POP! 
Thank you Rabbi Horowitz and Mrs. Alterman for 
creating a fun activity for our elementary aged 
boys. They had a great time and it started the hap-
py month of Adar with a POP! Every boy, each class 
in its turn, had a balloon tied to their ankle with a 
ribbon. The object was to try to POP someone 
else’s balloon. It’s much harder than you would 

think! Middle school boys had an upside down hot dog breakfast, and middle 
school girls went to an aquatic center in Cobb County. The middle school girls 
also decorated the school building in a circus theme! What fun! And it’s only 
just begun. 



1985 LaVista Road 
Atlanta GA 30329 

Phone:  404-982-0800 
torahday.org 

 

 
Our mission is to   

inspire each student 
to love G-d, to    

observe the Torah,  
to strive for          

personal excellence, 
and to  pursue       

life-long learning. 
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FLASH BACK FRIDAY! 
 

One of these young men recently celebrated a birthday with his 
brothers (that’s a tremendous hint) and we are told that the other on 

may be sighted in Chicago or NY? Is that true? 
Do you know who these guys are?  

TDSA Supports Od Yosef Chai 
 

Order your Purim 
Cards made by 
TDSA’s Kindergarten 
students and support 
Od Yosef Chai! Call 
TDSA 404-982-0800 
ext. 100 or 105 or 
you may send an 

email to dfriedman@torahday.org.  
 

This is just one way of supporting Od Yosef Chai, an or-
ganization who’s mission is to educate , inspire, and per-
form acts of charity and kindness by educating our youth 
and inculcating an appreciation for essential values and 
concern for human welfare. Od Yosef Chai supports over 
8,000 needy Jewish families from all segments of the 
community and TDSA is proud to align itself with the val-
ues of helping those less fortunate.  TDSA is participating 
in their Matanot L’Evyonim (Gifts for the Poor) Campaign 
for Purim 
 
 Lost and Found 
 

PLEASE CLAIM YOUR LOST COATS, JACKETS, WATER BOTTLES, SHOES, BOOKS, PANTS, GLOVES, ETC. There 
are several tables set up in front of the school office displaying lost items. They will be on display until Tues-
day, February 20th.  Any item with a recognizable name written on it has been returned. 


