
Wednesday, November 22, 2017     4 Kislev 5778    

The TDSA SPOTLIGHT is sponsored by Raphael Hirsch, Residential Mortgage Banker and The Federal Savings Bank. 

The concept of hakaros hatov, being grateful, has been discussed throughout the 
school. Our students are fully prepared for the upcoming American holiday of 
Thanksgiving. Whether your family celebrates the holiday on Thursday, or waits 
until Friday, or chooses not to mark it in the traditional way, it is important to try 
our best to always be grateful. A wise person once said, “Every day is Thanksgiving,” 
and truer words could not be spoken. To be able to see and observe the world 
through the lens of thanksgiving is truly a gift; and one to be cherished.  
 

Our middle school girls focused on 
the holiday of Thanksgiving, across 
the math, science and social stud-
ies curriculum. The teachers decid-
ed on using popcorn! In science, 
the eighth grade students popped 
kernels of corn in a test tube held over a lit candle. They learned that there is wa-
ter inside the kernel and that when heated, pressure is created, forcing the kernel 
to POP! The sixth grade math students were intently counting kernels vs. popped 
corn and determining percent-
ages, fractions, and more! Did 
you know that corn is grown 
ONLY in North America! You 
will not find it in Asia or Africa. 
Using a map of the United 
States, the students glued ker-

nels of corn onto their map, using each kernel to represent a specific number of 
acres devoted to corn crops. 
 
We are grateful for the creativity and teamwork of our faculty, for provided  
exciting and experiential learning in the classroom! 

“Erev” Thanksgiving 

 

Please Join Us for our Spelling BEES 
Torah Day School of Atlanta is participating in the Scripps National Spelling Bee. We have already held 
spelling bees in the classrooms to determine class participants. The next stage is to determine winners 
from grades one through three, fourth through eighth girls, and fourth through eighth boys. The sched-
ule for the Spelling Bees is as follows: 
Monday, December 11, 2017, Grades 1-3 at 9:00 a.m. in the TDSA Gym                                                                                                          
Wednesday, December 13, 2017, Grades 4-8 Girls at 9:00 a.m. in the TDSA Gym                                                                                                               
Wednesday, December 13, 2017, Grades 4-8 Boys at 12:40 p.m. in the TDSA Gym.   
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TDSA Parents Mr. David and 
Dr. Miriam Karsh on the birth 

of a son 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

PLEASE CALL OR EMAIL                 
MRS. MORRIS AT                   

404-982-0800 EXT. 100 OR          
LMORRIS@TORAHDAY.ORG    
TO SHARE YOUR SIMCHAS or 

YOUR SORROWS! 

On Sunday, December 19th, 
TDSA opened its doors to 
prospective kindergarten 
students and their parents 
for its annual Pre-K Open 
House.  
 
During the open house, both 
parents and children were 
invited to Morah Dena’s 
classroom and to Morah 
Mindy’s classroom to get 
just a small taste of the TDSA 
Kindergarten program.  
 
The children also enjoyed an 
arts and crafts session with 
the teachers and their assis-

tants. Crafts 
included 
bubble art, 
decorating a 
dreidel with 
tissue paper 
and a 
glittering 
gimmel, 
making a 
hand-print 
menorah, 
and putting 
beautiful, colorful dots onto 
a paper plate fish! 
 
After a delicious snack, each 
child received a fun “goodie 
bag” as well.   
 
Thank you to Mrs. Leslee 
Morris for planning this 
event, and to Morah Dena 
and Morah Mindy for bring-
ing it to life. Thank you to 
arts and crafts helpers, Ms. 
Bev Fermon, Mrs. Marlene 
Chastain, Mrs. Channah Gar-
finkel, Kindergarten assistant 
teachers, Mrs. Kim Axelrod 
and Mrs. Esther Lubel. Thank 

you also  to TDSA Student 
Ambassadors, Laya Senior 
and Lebe Gross. Thank you 
to Mrs. Chashy Alterman for 
her assistance as well. 
 
Please feel welcome to call 
the school if you have a pre-
K student not on our list or if 
you know of one! The more, 
the merrier.  
 
Stayed tuned for a prospec-
tive first grade open house! 
We love sharing the excite-
ment of TDSA! 

Kindergarten Open House 
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Dry Ice in the Seventh Grade 
 

The seventh grade students experimented with 
dry ice, food coloring and more. They learned 
that dry ice sublimates at 194.65 K (−78.5 °C; 
−109.3 °F). What is sublimation? Sublimation is a 
change in a state of matter, just like melting, 
freezing, and evaporation. Through sublimation, 
a substance changes from a solid to a gas with-
out ever passing through a liquid phase. Dry ice, 
solid CO2, provides a common example of subli-
mation.  



 
 

 
 
 

Please sponsor a day of  learning   
in honor or in memory of  a loved one,  

for a refuah shleimah,  
or to celebrate a  milestone   

occasion or simcha. 
 

Over 330 students will be davening and 
learning Torah on their behalf.                                                 

Please contact Marcy Kalnitz  at  
mkalnitz@torahday.org                                                

or call 404.982-0800 ext. 101. 
 

Calendar of Events                            
Friday, December 15, 2017 

12:00 Noon School-Wide Dismissal 
Shabbos Chanukah 

Thursday, December 21, 2017-                      
Monday, January 1, 2018 

NO SCHOOL 
Tuesday, January 2, 2018                                                   

SCHOOL RESUMES                                                  
Tuesday, January 9, 2017                                       

3:30 p.m. School-Wide Dismissal                                                                           
  

Did You Know This About TDSA? 
 

Torah Day School of Atlanta is a member of the Metro Atlanta Ath-
letic Conference (MAAC) Division II and participates in soccer, bas-
ketball, baseball, football, and volleyball. Through these sports, our 
coaches teach the students the value of teamwork, sportsmanship, 
integrity, and hard work. 
 

TDSA’s Basketball Teams’ Upcoming Games 
Tuesday, November 28th  
Boys Teams B/A at Cliff Valley at 4:30 & 5:30 p.m. 
Girls Team A vs. Cliff Valley at TDSA at 4:30 p.m. 
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SAVE THE DATE:  
 

Monday, January 8, 2018 
PARENT PROGRAM:  
Learn How to Keep 
Your Children Safe  
7:30-9:30 p.m. 
 
Congregation Beth Jacob 
Presented by Mrs. Deborah Fox, LCSW 
Founder and Executive Director  

BOX TOPS Collections 
 

Keep collecting those box 
tops!!!! They earn money for 
TDSA’s PTA. Thank you for 
your ongoing support! 

Middle School Students Field Experience 
 

The middle school students went to mid-town Atlanta for a scavenger hunt 
set up by the company, GoGame. What a fabulous team building experience! 

During post-game de-
briefing the various 
team members ex-
pressed that this was a 
creative, challenging 
and fun way to learn 
how to work better in a 
more cooperative and 
empathetic way. Every-
one participated and 
everyone gained! 

Middah of the Month - Responsibility 
 

Enjoying the dramatics, a few of the TDSA teachers participated in a play in 
which they presented to the students the middah of the month, responsibil-
ity, or achrais.  
 
In the play, the 
“children” kept 
forgetting their 
lunch or their 
backpack, and 
were con-
vinced that it 
was someone 
else’s fault! In 
reality, we all 
want to teach 
our children to be responsible for their property, but even more important, 
their emotions and feelings. We want them to be able to accept responsibil-
ity for maintaining their focus in life and in school.  



1985 LaVista Road 
Atlanta GA 30329 

Phone:  404-982-0800 
torahday.org 

 

 
Our mission is to   

inspire each student 
to love G-d, to    

observe the Torah,  
to strive for          

personal excellence, 
and to  pursue       

life-long learning. 
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FLASH BACK FRIDAY! 
 

Big sis is now a proud 
mom at TDSA. She’s a 
nurse here in ATL. 
You may see her if 
you are having a ba-
by. Her little sis is an 
accountant in Balti-
more! Oh the places 
you go after your 
TDSA education! 

 

Middle School Girls Visit Berman Commons 
 

This past Sunday, the middle school girls visited the Berman Commons Assisted Living and 
Memory Care Facility in Dunwoody  to help their activities director and former TDSA parent, 
Mrs. Amanda Bunder, with Chanukah art projects. We are really not sure who had more 
fun...the girls or the residents. Thank you to Mrs. Leah Hiller for arranging this enriching ex-
perience for the middle school girls. 

Art with Heart 
 

There can be deep 
meaning in cre-
ating just a win-
dow. This is the 
quote shown with 
the sixth grade 
girls “window” 
display. 
“Don’t stare at the 
closed door too 
long….You’ll miss 
the window open-
ing.”  
 


