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TORAH THOUGHT    

 

In the next several weeks, we will have three particular opportunities to gain 
important spiritual insights. 
On Wednesday, April 8th, we will recite Birchat Hachama, celebrating the 
once-every-twenty-eight years positioning of the heavens as they were at the 
exact moment when the Sun was created. This is a time for us to focus on G-d 
as the Creator of the Universe, as well as to learn a personal lesson. The Ge-
mara teaches us that, in the beginning of Creation, both the sun and the moon 
were the same size. Each one had a guardian angel. The moon’s angel com-
plained to Hashem that the heavens could not accommodate two such lumi-
naries of the same size, comparing it to two kings with the same size crown. 
The angel did this in the presence of the sun’s angel, yet the guardian angel of 
the sun held his tongue in spite of the provocation. As a consequence, the 
moon was diminished in size, rather than the sun, because of the forbearance 
and self-restraint of the sun’s angel. Theologically, Birchat Hachama reminds 
us that G-d reigns as the Creator. Philosophically, we are reminded that we 
are responsible to reign over ourselves. 
As we count the Omer, we should do so as a family. We count UP to Shavuot 
to remind ourselves that we are elevating ourselves just as the Jewish people 
were elevated as they approached Matan Torah. We also focus, not on count-
ing time, but on making time count.  
Pesach brings additional mitzvot far beyond the ones we observe throughout 
the year. Why did G-d give us this plethora of mitzvot? Surely we would be 
able to observe more effectively if we had fewer on which to concentrate. The 
following story may change our perspective: 

A wealthy fellow needed a place to stay in a small town, and he 
promised good compensation for lodging. He was given a room 
and breakfast at a poor man’s home. His room was adequately 
furnished and the breakfast was served on a beautifully set table 
with a lavish repast- salad, kugel and fish served on china and a 
tablecloth. When the traveler asked for the accounting, his host 
listed the meal and the price for the room. The wealthy man dis-
puted the account and instead offered his own, noting each ingre-
dient in the salad, in the kugel, in the fish, and every piece of cut-
lery and bedding he had used. When totaled, it came to far more 
than the poor man had expected to receive, which the visitor 
promptly paid.  

Hashem has given us 613 mitzvot, such as davening and honoring our par-
ents. Those two, however, can be “itemized” as far more than two. Davening 
includes every brocha. Each sentence, word, gesture is a separate piece of the 
whole. Honoring our parents by helping prepare for Shabbat or Yom Tov is 
comprised of literally hundreds of distinct actions, from a willing smile to the 
care with which we do each task. Every one of the 613 mitzvot has multiple 
aspects, giving us every possible opportunity to earn Hashem’s rewards and 
achieve greatness. 

Calendar Corner

  

Monday, April 6th-Friday, April 17th   

NO SCHOOL- Pesach recess 
Monday, April 20th                  School resumes 
Tuesday, April 21st  Yom YaShoah 
Sunday –Tuesday, April 26th - 28th    

8th grade boys graduation trip 
Tuesday, April 28th  Yom HaZikaron 
Wednesday, April 29th  Yom HaAtzmaut 



Mrs. Ruthy Friedman’s fifth grade girls know how to make learning fun! They 
created original games, all modeled on actual games but using halachot from the 
Aseret Hadibrot as clues. Some of their games were named Asreeka Dbreeka, 
Sinaipoly, MonaDibros and Aseret Hadibrot Jeopardy. As an example, proper-
ties on Monopoly-style games included Stealing Stuff Street, Witness Gate, and 
Kidnapping Corner. Chance cards included “Give an example of swearing 
falsely in the name of Hashem.”  The girls were required to include at least 
twenty-five halachot learned in class or independently studied from the 
Torah Umesorah Aseres Hadibros test book or elsewhere.  They had to 
compile the rules for the game clearly and actually play it to make sure it 
all made sense.  Their cooperation while working on this project was part 
of their final grade as well.  It was amazing to see how much new informa-
tion they learned and how much of the "old" information they reviewed 
and internalized.  

Model sedarim gave all of our elementary students a foretaste of seder to 
come. Kindergarten through second grade classes held 
their own seder, led so beautifully by Morah Dena Fried-
man and faculty members. Third through fifth grade 
classes held individual class sedarim, filled with songs, 
explanations prepared by the students, and students tak-
ing on the roles of parents or special guests. Each seder 
was unique to that class, so be sure to ask your child to 
describe all of the special aspects of his or her seder. 
Chabad of Georgia brought the Matzah Factory to our 
lower elementary classes. The scent for fresh matzah put 
us all in the ready-for-seder mood! Thank you to all 

of our morot and rebbeyim for bringing our children to this season with 
equal amounts of knowledge and eager anticipation.   

Our middle school boys visited various senior citizen facilities on Friday. 
The three classes spent time with the residents of Renaissance, Breman 
Tower, and Edenbrook Senior Living Centers, sharing insights from the 
Haggadah, divrei Torah about Pesach, and the traditional songs of the se-
der. Thank you to the driver-chaperones Mrs. Navit Herman, Mr. Jeff 
Weener and Rabbi Eliyahu Tendler, to Mrs. Rachel Stein for making the 
arrangements, and to Rabbi Michoel Alterman, Rabbi Shlomo Freundlich 
and Rabbi Tendler for preparing the boys to share their learning with oth-
ers.   

WANTED: BUTTONS for upcoming art projects. Any and 
all will be helpful; the more colorful and interesting 

t h e b et t er ! 


