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73 Inthenext several weeks, we will have three particular opportunitiesto gain
L) important spiritual insights.

& On Wednesday, April 8th, wewill recite Birchat Hachama, celebrating the

$3 once-every-twenty-eight years positioning of the heavens asthey were at the
i# exact moment when the Sun was created. Thisisatimefor usto focuson G-d
¢ asthe Creator of the Universe, aswell asto learn a personal lesson. The Ge-
% marateaches usthat, in the beginning of Creation, both the sun and the moon
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G %ﬂf wer e the same size. Each one had a guardian angel. The moon’s angel com-
M & plained to Hashem that the heavens could not accommodate two such lumi-
i«{ 33; naries of the same size, comparing it to two kings with the same size crown.
o B | k -E H Ch h ':_j The angd did _thlsm thg pre_senceof thesun’sgngel, yet the guardian angel of
i‘; l I’ a a a m ma E thesun hel((jj_ h|_st_(;;112(l;¢ in spite oLtheErov%catlon.BAs a conieq#Tcebthe

e ¥ &+ moon wasdimini In size, rather than the sun, because of the forbearance
i’é A ‘ivfcheid?g! A;?r:l 8 i, ;3 and self-restraint of the sun’s angel. Theologically, Birchat Hachama reminds
£1{Bike Hahamima s of i te mited e | % usthat G-d reignsasthe Creator. Philosophically, we arereminded that we
g;“: Wl B iy areresponsibletoreign over ourselves.

) AL & Aswe count the Omer, we should do so asa family. We count UP to Shavuot
£y | tojoinwith us2s we gathar for (his vety szecal senvice. Wewll oin togellerat | 5 1O remind ourselves that we are elevating our selves just asthe Jewish people
:gw]: 4 e St ;r',‘;fs 'N‘*‘:“r" e iy Wereelevated asthey approached Matan Torah. We also focus, not on count-
o B A oy i}‘s‘ ing time, but on making time count.

;5 e e SRR e ) r«; Pesach brings ac_JdltlonaJ_ mltzvot_far beyond the_ones we observe throughout
£ Groeninia] {.-'l;ul:_} RAMBAN e # theyear. Why did G-d give usthis plethora of mitzvot? Surely wewould be
2 e el Sl i ableto observe more effectively if we had fewer on which to concentrate. The
;; G Ifj{ following story may change our per spective:

iy L e 0 i %{ A wealthy fellow needed a placeto stay in a small town, and he

0¥ 2 promised good compensation for lodging. He was given aroom

& e ST S Mt e and breakfast at a poor man’shome. His room was adequately

i"j T b el 2 furnished and the breakfast was served on a beautifully set table

3 S with alavish repast- salad, kugel and fish served on chinaand a

ﬁ%f{%#ﬁmﬁ%l‘uﬁ!@g“"?i“?éa%%}@%ﬂmqg}pﬁgﬁf tablecloth. When thetraveler asked for the accounting, hishost
listed the meal and the pricefor theroom. The wealthy man dis-
puted the account and instead offered his own, noting each ingre-
dient in the salad, in the kugel, in thefish, and every piece of cut-
lery and bedding he had used. When totaled, it cameto far more
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Monday, April 6"-Friday, April 17" than the poor man had expected to receive, which the visitor

NO SCHOOL - Pesach recess promptly paid.
Monday, April o0t School resumes Hashem has given us 613 mitzvot, such as davening and honoring our par-
Tuesday, April 21 Yom Y aShoah ents. Those two, however, can be “itemized” asfar morethan two. Davening

. th th includes every brocha. Each sentence, word, gesture is a separ ate piece of the

Sunday —Tuesday, April 267 - 28 . . whole. Honoring our parentsby helping preparefor Shabbat or Yom Tov is
_ 85!" grade boys graduatl_on trp | comprised of literally hundreds of distinct actions, from awilling smileto the

Tuesday, April 28 Yom HaZikaron | carewith which we do each task. Every one of the 613 mitzvot has multiple

Wednesday, April ogth Yom HaAtzmaut | aspects, giving usevery possible opportunity to earn Hashem’srewards and
achieve greatness.

9 Nisan, 5769/April 3, 2009 Candle Lighting 7:41 P.M. Parshat Tzav (Shabbat HaGodol)
Kriat Shema: MA 9:54 A.M.,, GRA 10:30 A.M.

Each week’sissue of Vista may be sponsored with a donation of $18. Please email Mrs. Levin at

dlevin@tor ahday.or g by Wednesday to arrange for sponsor ship.
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Mrs. Ruthy Friedman’s fifth grade girls know how to make learning fun! They
created origina games, all modeled on actual games but using halachot from the
Aseret Hadibrot as clues. Some of their games were named Asreeka Dbreeka,
Snaipoly, MonaDibros and Aseret Hadibrot Jeopardy. As an example, proper-
ties on Monopoly-style games included Stealing Stuff Street, Witness Gate, and
Kidnapping Corner. Chance cards included “Give an example of swearing
falsely in the name of Hashem.” The girls were required to include at least

twenty-five halachot learned in class or independently studied from the
Torah Umesorah Aseres Hadibros test book or elsewhere. They had to
compile the rules for the game clearly and actually play it to make sure it
all made sense. Their cooperation while working on this project was part
of their final grade as welllt was amazing to see how much new informa-
tion they learned and how much of the "old" information they reviewed
and internalized.

Model sedarim gave all of our elementary students a foretaste of seder to

come. Kindergarten through second grade classes held
their own seder, led so beautifully by Morah Dena Frjed-
man and faculty members. Third through fifth grade
classes held individual class sedarim, filled with songs,
explanations prepared by the students, and studentg tak-
ing on the roles of parents or special guests. Each s¢der
was unique to that class, so be sure to ask your child to
describe all of the special aspects of his or her sedelr.
Chabad of Georgia brought the Matzah Factory to ourr
lower elementary classes. The scent for fresh matzah put

us all in the readyor-seder mood! Thank you to 51|1|
of our morot and rebbeyim for bringing our children to this season wi
equal amounts of knowledge and eager anticipation.

Our middle school boys visited various senior citizen facilities on Fridpy.
The three classes spent time with the residents of Renaissance, Breman
Tower, and Edenbrook Senior Living Centers, sharing insights from the
Haggadah, divrei Torah about Pesach, and the traditional songs of the se-
der. Thank you to the driv@haperones Mrs. Navit Herman, Mr. Jeff

Weener and Rabbi Eliyahu Tendler, to Mrs. Rachel Stein for making the
arrangements, and to Rabbi Michoel Alterman, Rabbi Shlomo Freundlich
and Rabbi Tendler for preparing the boys to share their learning with oth-
ers.

WANTED: BUTTONS for upcoming art projects. Any and
all will be helpful; the more colorful and interesting
the better!



